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Once upon a time, mining was more important to Tasmania than it was 
to Australia as a whole

Mining as a pc of gross product
Gross value of Tasmanian mineral 

production as pc of national total

Note: Gross product ‘at factor cost’ is gross product excluding net indirect taxes.

Sources: Sir Bede Callaghan, Inquiry into the Structure of Industry and the Employment Situation in Tasmania (1977), p. 37; ABS, State Accounts (5220.0), 

1992-93and 2015-16
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− and Tasmanian mining was nationally important

; Tasmanian Year Books; former Bureau of Resources and Energy Economics, Commodity Statistics; ABS, Mining Operations (8415.0).



Mining has been declining in importance as a contributor to Tasmania’s 
economy

Mining as a pc of Tasmania’s gross value 
added

Mining as a pc of gross value added, 

States and Territories, 2015-16

Note: ‘industry gross value added’ is gross state product minus net indirect taxes and gross value added in ownership of dwellings.

Source: ABS, State Accounts (5220.0).
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- and is a smaller share in Tasmania than any other State



Mining has been declining in importance as an employer in Tasmania

Mining as a pc of total employment in 
Tasmania

Mining as a pc of employment, 

States and Territories, 2015-16

Note: Financial year figures are averages for August, November, February and May of each year. 

Source: ABS, Labour Force, Australia, Detailed, Quarterly (6291.0.55.003).
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− and accounts for a smaller share than in most other states
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Mining is a very high-productivity industry 

Sources: ABS, Australian System of National Accounts (5204.0) and Labour Force, Australia, Detailed, Quarterly (6291.0.55.003). 

Gross value added per hour worked, by 

industry, Australia 2015-16

0

50

100

150

200

250

M
in

in
g

Fin
a

n
c

ia
l &

 in
su

ra
n

c
e

 se
rv

ic
e

s

E
le

c
tric

ity
, g

a
s &

 w
a

te
r

R
e

n
ta

l, h
irin

g
 &

 re
a

l e
sta

te
 se

rv
ic

e
s

In
fo

rm
n

, m
e

d
ia

 &
 te

lc
o

m
s se

rv
ic

e
s

W
h

o
le

sa
le

 tra
d

e

P
u

b
lic

 a
d

m
in

istra
tio

n
 &

 sa
fe

ty

A
d

m
in

istra
tio

n
 &

 su
p

p
o

rt se
rv

ic
e

s

C
o

n
stru

c
tio

n

Tra
n

sp
o

rt, p
o

sta
l &

 w
a

re
h

o
u

sin
g

M
a

n
u

fa
c

tu
rin

g

P
ro

fsn
l, sc

ie
n

tific
 &

 te
c

h
n

c
l se

rv
ic

e
s

A
g

ric
u

ltu
re

, fo
re

stry
 &

 fish
in

g

E
d

u
c

a
tio

n
 &

 tra
in

in
g

H
e

a
lth

 c
a

re
 &

 so
c

ia
l a

ssista
n

c
e

A
rt a

n
d

 re
c

re
a

tio
n

 se
rv

ic
e

s

R
e

ta
il tra

d
e

O
th

e
r se

rv
ic

e
s

A
c

c
o

m
m

o
d

a
tio

n
 &

 fo
o

d
 se

rv
ic

e
s

$ per hour worked, 2015-16

Whole 

economy

Labour productivity (output per hour 
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‘High-productivity’ industries are ‘under-represented’ in the Tasmanian 
economy, while ‘low-productivity’ industries are ‘over-represented’

6

Proportion of workforce employed in industries where Australia-wide productivity is 

above or below the average for all industries – Tasmania and Australia, 2015-16

Note: Industries where Australia-wide labour productivity is above the national all-industries average are mining; financial & insurance services; electricity, gas, water and waste disposal services; rental, 

hiring & real estate services; and information, media & telecommunications services. Industries where Australia-wide labour productivity is between 50 and 100% of the all-industries average are wholesale 

trade; public administration & safety; administration & support services; construction; transport, postal and warehousing; manufacturing; professional, scientific & technical services; agriculture, forestry & 

fishing; and education & training. Industries where Australia-wide labour productivity is less than half the all-industries average are health care & social assistance; art & recreation services; retail trade; 

accommodation & food services; and other services.

Sources: ABS, Australian National Accounts – State Accounts (catalogue no. 5220.0) and The Labour Force, Australia, Detailed, Quarterly 

(catalogue no. 6291.0.55.003). 



A larger mining sector would be good for State government revenues

Revenue from mining royalties, States and 
Territories, 2015-16

Mining royalty revenue as a pc of total 

State and Territory revenues, 2015-16

Source: State and Territory annual financial reports, 2015-16.
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Tasmania’s relatively small mining sector may simply reflect the fact that 
there aren’t many ore-bodies left to be found, and exploited

Mineral exploration, Tasmania
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Note: data are trend estimates.

Source: ABS, Mineral and Petroleum Exploration Expenditure (8412.0).
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