Beloved island festival under fire

Tasmanian economist
Saul Eslake sees
value in the arts

ATTHEW WESTWOOD

The Coalition went intolast year's

strongereconomy willintun lead
to cultural prosperity.

‘The economy grew by 24 per
centlastyear, despite the spook of
a negative quarter and the pros-
pect of losing our AAA rating. But
so far that economic uptick has
not led to any increase in support
forthearts.

Is the arts sector to be at the

productivity
formance? Economist Saul Eslake
says the arts ‘\mlwdnw always
do better in a thriving economy
than ina maﬁng“o)tg)e'. but it's
notsufficientto rely onthatalone,
“One of the things that's frus-
traling about the present federal
government’s attitude to the arls
1s that, on one hand, they keep
mmuugmernpoﬁmutsmﬁ

the economy, and

erencing small busincss over big
business with tax breaks, instant
asset write-offs and lower com-

pany lax rates,” hesays.
“Yet when it comes to the arts
they take the opposite view. Par-

individual artists and small arts
companies .. while tosome extem
sheltering the wellestablished
major companies, who have big-
ger finandial resources of their
own, and can have greater access
1o corporate support and high-
net-worth individuals. 1 think
that's one of the more regrettable
as of the current govern-
nmawfmd\loﬁmmig‘
The Tasmanian-raised econ-
omist is speaking as chairman of
the Ten Days on the Island festi-
val, which gets under way across
the slate next week. The
curated by artistic director vid
Malacari, includes the local pre-
mieres of Terrapin  Puppet
Theatre’s You and Me and the
Space Between, Nathan Maynard's
play about mutton-bird harvest-
g, The Season, and performances
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Playwright Nathan Maynard's The Season will be performed during the festival: chairman Saul Eslake, above right

by the Xiamen Philharmonic Or-
chestrafrom China.

A former chiel economist at
ANZ andat Bank of Amenica Mer-
rill Lynch, Eslake also served as
chairman of the Tasmanian Arts
Advisory Board in 2005-11, and
wasaboard member of the former
Avstralia Buwsiness Arts Foun-
daton. His personal interests in-
clude the visual arts and dassical
music, especially [19th-century na-
Wlmmpgmwdaaslhcu
rak, Sibolius and
Korsakov.

He believes “unequivocally”
that the arts contributes to the
larger economy and for this fea-
son warrants mvestment. He re-
fers ta last week's report cand on
the nation by the Paris-based
QECD. It points out that while
education policies focus on the
STEM disciplines — science,

Rimsky-

technology, engineering and
maths — they have downplayed
the role of “innovation-refated
arts disaplines” The absence of
arts iniliatves in the govern
ment’s Innovation Agenda, Es-
Iake says. is a weakness i the
policy

Eslake doss not believe the arts
should be exempt from fiscal re-
Mwhmﬂhridmhzveln
make sav but that
tere has becha decke  federa

mpactl_pdaledﬁmnesfmmt!w
ational Association for the Vis-
ualAﬂs.prepamdh-vEmnowsts
at Large. show that real, per capita
arts funding has declined by 175
percent, from $20.20 per personin
2008t0516.68 per :songOll
Some may o

“There is a
widespread belief
that it Ten Days
folded, then
regional Tasmania
would be more or
less bereft of the
kind of
experiences that
Ten Days has
brought to it over
the past 15 years’

make the case for arts funding in
utilitarian terms such as the econ-
omic contribution of creative in-
dustries, bul Eslake says the
argument cant be won without
quantifiable evidence. Indeed, his
home state is sometimes referred
to as an example of the economic
benefit of the arts and inbound
cultural tourism.

“You don't need to spend long
in Hobart to see that the arts is
part of what brings people here”
he says. “People do come here
specifically to go to MONA
{David Wakh's privately owned
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M of Oidand New Art)and
while they are here, there are
other arts actwvities that they be-
mmomohuim'lhmmnm

However, the biennial Ten
Days festival Eslake has chaired
since October 2015 has faced fin-
nn’mlml’mmmelutmns!?t;
March 2015, when management
also drew down its reserves. Inad-
dition, he says, the state govem-
ment has cut its allocation by half
from 2019, while conlinuing to
fund other festivals run under
MONA'sbanner,

As aconsequence, Eslake says,
it has been difficult for Ten Days
10 raise support from other sour-
ces. Hesays heand chiefexecutive
Jane Haley have attempled to de-
liver an appealing festival while
reducing expensive imported
shows and including more re-

events.
g The chairman says the board
hzsmmdemdmepmihbwmal
r.hen.-ma) be no future for the fes-
tival

“But we have found, talking
with communities and arts organ-
isations, thal thereisagreat deal of
affection and respect: for the Ten

that if Ten Days folded, then re-
gional Tasmania would be more
of less bereft of the kind of expen-
ences that Ten Days has brought
toitover thepast I5years.”

The best argument, he says, is

to present a strong festival that
provides the evidence of contin-
ued community support.

“Nothing would make me hap-
pier than if, at the end of the
month, people in Tasmania
“Ten Dayswas al’abulwsfesﬂi'?l
what a pity the goverament is
halving the funding for it he
says.

Ten Days onthelsland s at venues
across Tasmania.



