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Tasmania’s apiary industry is small but growing
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https://nre.tas.gov.au/agriculture/beekeeping-and-honey/tasmanian-beekeeping-survey

Honey production has been growing in both volume and value
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https://nre.tas.gov.au/agriculture/beekeeping-and-honey/tasmanian-beekeeping-survey
https://daff.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/search/asset/1038003/3

The value of pollination services provided by Tasmanian beekeepers has
risen by more than 55% so far this decade
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https://nre.tas.gov.au/agriculture/beekeeping-and-honey/tasmanian-beekeeping-survey

Across Ausiralia demand for pollinators has tripled over the past three
decades, vastly outstripping growth in the number of hives

Austiralian pollination demand and hive numbers
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https://www.rabobank.com/knowledge/q011474489-how-varroa-mites-might-impact-australian-pollinators

Tasmanian crops requiring pollination are worth almost $570mn - and in
many cases Tasmania accounts for a large share of national production

Value of Tasmanian fruit and vegetable crops using Tasmanian share of total Australian production of fruit
pollination services and vegetable crops using pollination services
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https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/industry/agriculture/australian-agriculture-horticulture/2024-25

Honey bee pollination is probably worth over $200 million to the
Tasmanian economy

O The 2024 Gillespie Clarke & Frost report estimated that in 2020-21,
67 different crops worth $12.9 billion across Australia were at least
partially reliant on honey bee pollination

O From this, these authors concluded that the Australia-wide
economic contribution attributable to honey bee pollination was
$4.6 billion

0 Tasmania produced crops wholly or partly reliant on honey bee
pollination worth almost $570 million in 2024-25

— note this estimate excludes some crops for which the ABS did not
produce data on the value of production (such as broadacre seed,
lucerne and clover, opium poppies, apricot and capsicum)

AN VN d Assuming the same ratio as in the Gillespie, Clarke & Frost report,
Value of honey AR T the contribution of honey bee pollination to the Tasmanian
gespo linstion W economy in 2024-25 would be of the order of $203 million
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https://agrifutures.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/24-111-value-of-pollination.pdf

Australian honey producers face ongoing challenges both in export
markets and in the domestic market from imporis

Australian honey imports
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https://wits.worldbank.org/trade/comtrade/en/country/AUS/year/2025/tradeflow/exports/partner/ALL/product/040900

And then there’s varroa ...

Expected impacts of varroa on beekeeping and agriculture
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Feral bees Beekeepers Pollination
16-90% of feral bee colonies are 50-60% of beekeepers can be Loss of feral bees will increase demand
expected to die several years after expected to leave the industry, for paid pollination. Loss of commercial
an area is affected. Populations mostly recrational beekeepers. colonies will make pollination services
may eventually start to recover more expensive.

once resistance evolves.

—_— * _*
—r
Commercial colonies Costs Honey Production

Small reduction (2-5%3) in the number 30% increase in cash costs to run Reduced honey production due to

of commercial colonies after several a beekeeping business. Additional treatment needs. Potentially some

years with acaracide use. Long-term management costs of $35 per hive increase in honey production due to loss

growth in commercial colonies to every year. Losses up to $1.25 billion to of feral bee populations.
meet pollination demand. pollinatar-reliant industries over 30 years.
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Varroa outbreaks in other countries have led to substantial declines in
the number of hives, especially among smaller operations

Canadian beekeepers and hives NZ beekeepers and hives US number of hives
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https://www.rabobank.com/knowledge/q011474489-how-varroa-mites-might-impact-australian-pollinators

Based on other countries’ experience, the spread of varroa across Australia
would have a severe impact on pollination-dependent crops

Commercial hive deficit in Australia during Commercial and recreational hive deficit in

key pollination periods under different Australia during key pollination periods

scenarios under different scenarios
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https://www.rabobank.com/knowledge/q011474489-how-varroa-mites-might-impact-australian-pollinators

Tasmanian beekeepers are more confident, and less likely to leave the
industry, than their mainland counterparts
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https://honeybee.org.au/australian-beekeeping-industry-survey-snapshot-may-2026/

Conclusions
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Beekeeping is a small but important and growing part of Tasmania’s agricultural sector
— Tasmania ‘punches above its weight’ in the production and export of honey

Tasmania also ‘punches above its weight’ in the production of horticultural (fruit and vegetable) crops which
are partially or wholly reliant on pollination services - either ‘free’ (from nature) or commercial

The arrival of varroa on the mainland represents a substantial, if not existential, threat to the viability of
beekeeping and pollination services

— international experience with varroa suggests that it is highly likely to result in a very substantial decline in ‘feral’ bee
populations, and a large and protracted decline in both recreational and commercial beekeeping

— although there is also the potential of an expanded market for commercial pollination services for those industry
participants who are able to survive

It's clearly in Tasmania’s interests to keep varroa out of the state
— doing so will avoid potentially significant costs for beekeepers and potentially large hive losses
— and enhance Tasmania’s standing as a premium producer of ‘niche’ agricultural and horticultural products

Keeping varroa out of Tasmania would materially assist Tasmania to increase its presence in products which are
wholly or partially dependent on pollination services, relative to mainland states affected by varroa

— and thus contribute to the achievement of the Government’s objective of increasing the annual value of Tasmania
agricultural production to $10 billion by 2050

Investment in prevention, surveillance, preparedness and rapid response is thus a prudent economic safeguard
for Tasmania’s agriculture sector

— and it’s likely to be a small cost relative to the potential losses if varroa were to establish in Tasmania
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Questions and discussion



Important information

This document has been prepared by Saul Eslake on behalf of Corinna Economic Advisory Pty Lid, ABN 165 668 058 69, whose registered office is located at
Level 11, 114 William Street, Melbourne, Victoria 3000 Australia.

This document does not purport to constitute investment advice. It should not be used or interpreted as an invitation or offer to engage in any kind of financial
or other transaction, nor relied upon in order to undertake, or in the course of undertaking, any such transaction.

The information herein has been obtained from, and any opinions herein are based upon, sources believed reliable. The views expressed in this document
accurately reflect the author’s personal views, including those about any and all financial instruments referred to herein. None of Saul Eslake, Corinna
Economic Advisory Pty Ltd nor Independent Economics however makes any representation as to its accuracy or completeness and the information should not
be relied upon as such. All opinions and estimates herein reflect the author’s judgement on the date of this document and are subject to change without
notice. Saul Eslake, and Corinna Economic Adyvisory Pty Ltd expressly disclaim any responsibility, and shall not be liable, for any loss, damage, claim, liability,
proceedings, cost or expense (“Liability”) arising directly or indirectly (and whether in tort (including negligence), contract, equity or otherwise) out of or in
connection with the contents of and/or any omissions from this communication except where a Liability is made non-excludable by legislation.

Any opinions expressed herein should not be attributed to any other organization with which Saul Eslake is affiliated.
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